
             

Feburary 28 - Associate Board 
Winter Friendraiser at YOLO

 March 10  - Friends of the WSCC 
 Annual Fundraiser @ LaCentre

 June 1 - 5k Run/1 Mile Walk & 
 Pancake Breakfast

 June 10 -  Annual Golf Outing 
 @ Westwood Country Club

 November 9 - Warm Hearts Winter 
 Nights @ Marriott Key Center

For more calendar 
information visit the 

West Side Catholic Center’s 
website!

Evelyn Allen, Founder of Friends of 
the West Side Catholic Center
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Imagine a friend comes to you to say that they want to do a fundraiser and 100% 
of the profit earned will benefit just you!  Those are indeed the sort of Friends the 
West Side Catholic Center has!

In 1986, Evelyn Allen, a veteran benefit-giver for well-known Cleveland nonprofits, 
changed direction.  Her successful events had raised thousands of dollars, but she 
decided she would like to “touch people a little more closely.”  Evelyn and a friend 
began a year-long search for an agency that needed their services and one where 
their contribution would be an integral part of the mission.  

The West Side Catholic Center was selected.

With a small group of women, Evelyn began to organize committees and an event.  
It began with a silent auction, theme baskets, bakery, and antiques and has grown.  
In the first year, they set a goal of raising $1,000 – to their amazement, they raised 
$13,000!   Each April Evelyn presents a check to the WSCC.  

Over the course of twenty-five years, the annual March event has generated over 
$800,000 for the West Side Catholic Center. 

This year the event will be held on Sunday, March 10 at LaCentre in Westlake.  
Admission is $45 and includes lunch.  The large boutique is filled with vintage items, 
jewelry, bead items, linens, theme baskets, garden arrangements, fresh hand-made 
pierogies, homemade bakery items, hand-made chocolates, and additional pantry 
items. There is also a silent auction, Chinese auction, 50/50 raffle and a “wheelbarrow 
of wine” raffle.  Every woman in attendance knows that her donations and purchases 
benefit women in their community.

The proceeds are restricted for use in the Women and Children’s Shelter.  The Shelter 
has benefited in recent years with renovations to rooms, new mattresses, new beds 
and pillows.   

In addition to their annual event, the Friends of the WSCC create Friends Coming 
packages for the women entering the Shelter that include towels, pillows and 
toiletries.  It is a comforting welcome for the women and their families, especially 
since many arrive with a garbage bag filled with a few clothing items.  When a family 
is prepared to leave the Shelter the Friends have a Friends Going package that contains 
important household items, such as dishes and pans to help her start her new home.  
These comforts not only help the women and children with new necessities, but 
provide them with a sense that there is a community of women that care about their 
well being.  

The Friends are hoping for a record year in ticket sales and invite every woman in the 
community to attend.  For more information on this event, reservations or information 
on Friends membership, please call 440-871-6681. New Friends are always welcome.

Mark your calendars!

Changing Lives for 25 years: 
Women Helping Women

                                                                                                                                                                  Winter 2013

Miracle on 32nd Street



Director’s Dialogue: Continued Generosity 
I always expect the year to start off slowly, hoping I can ease into a 
new year. It never happens. At the West Side Catholic Center we have 
just as many people coming for meals, clothing and other services 
on January 2nd, 2013 as we did on December 27th, 2012. It has been 
especially challenging with the arctic freeze we’ve experienced this 
mid-January. 

I spend the first two or three weeks of the year signing thank you 
notes to the many generous year-end donors. I am always in awe of 
the amazing generosity of the people who share their hard earned 
resources with the WSCC. We could not do our work and serve as 
many as we do without these generous gifts.
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Impact 
Statement

2012

(final 2012 numbers 
not confirmed)

Drop-In Center
Women & 

Children’s 
Shelter

Philanthropy Volunteer
Zacchaeus 
Housing 

Solutions 

6,000 individuals 
served

61,301 meals served

59,804 bags of 
clothing distributed

4,819 instances 
of Street Survival 
Services provided

13,675 units of 
Outreach & Advocacy 

84 families served

100 children housed

26,000+ meals served

11,000+ nights of 
lodging provided

264 total people 
served

88 adults served by 
Case Management

176 children 
participated in Youth 
Services

77 households given 
rent subsidies

3,746 individual 
donors

267 corporate donors

42 foundation 
requests fulfilled

$252,500 raised from 
fundraising events

20,270 hours 
contributed in 2012

210  individual 
volunteers

450 number of group 
volunteers

$382,500 value of 
donated time and 
talent contributed 
in 2012

I look back and think of all the people served in 2012: 61,301 meals, 59,804 bags of clothing, over 
11,000 nights of shelter for women and children, 77 families served in the Zacchaeus Housing 
Solutions Program and I wonder what the new year will bring.

Grounded in our faith, in 2013 we look forward to continuing to serve our clients with love and 
respect giving them hope for a brighter future. We will provide food and clothing to all who come 
to our doors. We will continue to work with Coordinated Intake to most effectively and efficiently 
house the homeless in Cuyahoga County. We will advocate on behalf of our clients whether it be 
for State IDs or their rights in the community.

Also in the new year we say goodbye to board members whose terms have ended and welcome 
new board members. This year we say farewell to Barbara Arison, Tim Atkinson, Nick Borchers, 
Vince Hvizda, Aaron Marinelli and Robin Ratliff. We have been so blessed by their many gifts and 
the countless hours that each gave to the WSCC. They will all be missed.

We welcome new members Jim Ciocia, Lezette Dumas, Chris Koehler, Dr. Matthew Kraay and Rich 
Manson. Each brings special talents and expertise to the board. I am grateful for their commitment 
to the WSCC and look forward to working with them during their terms.

No matter what the year brings I know that the WSCC will be here for all who come to our doors.

Thank you for your continued prayers and support.

Anita Cook
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Five new community leaders from Cleveland have been elected to the Board of Directors.
  
     Jim Ciocia - Retired Lawyer
     Lezette Dumas - Minister
     Christopher Koehler - Frantz Ward, LLP
     Matthew Kraay M.D. - University Hospitals Case Medical Center
     Richard Manson - Olympic Steel

These new Board members bring a wealth of expertise in organizational development 
and leadership to support the West Side Catholic Center in serving the men, women and 
children with comprehensive and innovative social services.  

In addition, M. Colette Gibbons was named Board President to guide the organization 
through its next two years of operations. “This is an important year for implementation 
of our strategic plan which focuses on ending homelessness, one family at a time, in 
Cleveland,” said Gibbons.  “Our distinguished and energetic Board is up to this important 
work.”  Gibbons succeeds Aaron Marinelli, of Chapman and Chapman, as President.

  www.wsccenter.org 

The WSCC has a talented and dedicated group of young professionals known as the Associate Board who regularly volunteer their 
time in the Women and Children’s Shelter and host fundraising events.  

In January they elected a new Chairperson, Jack Doheny, Project Manager at the Krueger Group, to lead the Associate Board the 
next two years. Doheny succeeds Erin White as chair.

In addition committee chairs were selected:
  
     Mary Stiles - Membership Chair
     Kaitlyn and Megan Chambers - Outreach Chairs
     Bridie Chambers and Beth Watson - Sips and Swigs Event Chairs
     Jacob Adamczyk and Liz Sullivan - Friendraising Event Chairs
     Sarah Michael - Communications Chair

Board Spotlight: New Board President & Members 

Associate Board Spotlight: Three Years & Growing 

The Associate Board is always looking for new members.  They meet the first Wednesday of each month from 
6:30 - 7:30PM.

Welcome to the newest members:
Jacob Adamczyk, Adam Jason, Elizabeth Pillari, 
Apryl Rashid, Chris Steiner and Beth Watson.

Upcoming Events:

     Feb. 28  -  Friendraiser at YOLO 6-9PM
     May 21 - Celebrity Bartending Fundraiser 
                       at the TreeHouse in Tremont 6-9PM
     August - Sips and Swigs Fundraiser 
     Oct. 3    -  Brother’s Lounge Fundraiser with 
                      Faith & Whiskey Band performing

For information on how to join the 
Associate Board, visit the WSCC website.  
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West Side Catholic Center

Volunteer Profile: 
Kaitlyn Chambers
Each week we have the pleasure of having 
a young, eager, very qualified nurse and 
amazing volunteer share her skills in the WSCC 
Health Clinic. When not treating patients at 
work, Kaitlyn Chambers will forego sitting at 
home or visiting friends to come volunteer at 
the WSCC.  If there are no clients to see in the 
WSCC Health Clinic, Kaitlyn will head to the 

Lillian and Wally Wirtz came together to 
the WSCC each week to prepare and serve 
hot lunches for the hungry in our Drop-In 
Center.  Known for many amazing meals, 
especially their famous chili, they continued 
this tradition for 35 years.  Wally was happy 
to leave the kitchen and look after children 
while clients shopped in the Clothing 

Volunteer Profile: 
Wally Wirtz Remembered

Volunteers ....
             Getting it Done Day by Day

Are you looking for a volunteer 
opportunity one day a week?  A service 
project for your group or corporation?  
Contact the WSCC for your Done In A 
Day opportunity.

Thank you to the following groups for 
their 2012 volunteer hours:

Aaron Marinelli Family

Chapman & Chapman

Frantz Ward, LLP

Hathaway Brown

Hyland Software

Magnificat High School

Marie Leone & Family

Mazzella Lifting Technologies

McDonald Partners, LLC

St. Anthony of Padua

St. Bartholomew

St. Basil the Great

St. Christopher

St. Dominic

St. Francis de Sales

St. Joseph Academy

St. Joseph of Avon Lake

St. Joseph of Strongsville

St. Martin de Porres High School

St. Mary of the Falls

St. Raphael

St. Thomas More

Warwick Products

WSCC Associate Board

Thank you for sharing your time,            
treasures and talents with our clients!

Drop-in Center and sort clothes in the Clothing & Household Program or 
serve a meal.  She works tirelessly to meet the individual needs of our clients.   

Kaitlyn is one of the founding members of the Associate Board and has been 
very active in realizing the potential for this amazing and dynamic group 
of young professionals.  She plans and prepares volunteer opportunities for 
the Associate Board in our Women & Children’s Shelter.  She and her two 
sisters, Megan and Bridie are vital members of the WSCC Associate Board.

Kaitlyn started volunteering while a Magnificat High School 
student and presently as a busy nurse at the Cleveland Clinic.  She 
finds time in between running and coaching a girls’ track team 
to be an important part of our ministry here on West 32nd Street.

Kudos to Kaitlyn!

Distribution Room, or help bag clothing and shoes for clients.  While his 
chili was being served he would scour the pots and pans in the kitchen.  

It is with sad hearts filled with fond memories that we remember our 1998 
Dorothy Day Award recipient and volunteer for 35 years, Mr. Wally Wirtz, 
who passed away on December 12, 2012 at the age of 94.

Our love and thoughts go to his wife Lillian.  Wally will always be 
remembered as one of the very first and most faithful volunteers who came 
each time to the WSCC with a giving heart and busy hands.

Wally will be sorely missed. How blessed we were to have had him as a most 
important part of our WSCC family. 
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Winter Wish List: Giving From Your Heart

Clothing
Warm Winter wear
Socks/Underwear/Bras
Boots
Coats

Baby/Toddler Items
Diapers (esp. larger sizes)
Baby Wipes
New Car Seats
New Pack-And-Plays

Household Items
Clean Sheets
Clean Towels
Pots and Pans
Warm blankets
Inflatable Mattresses
Pillows
Silverware/Dishes
Cookware
Toasters
Irons
Radios
Small Microwaves
Heaters
Clocks

Miscellaneous 
Sleeping Bags
Plastic Grocery Bags
Duffle Bags/Backpacks
Umbrellas

Toiletries
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Shampoo/Conditioner 
(including products for African-Americans)
Soap/Body Wash
Deoderant
Disposable Razors
Lotion

Food Items
Coffee
Sugar
Dry Beverages
Juice
Fruit & Vegetables
Soups

Medical Supplies
Used Eyeglasses
Tylenol
Cough Drops
Cough Medicine
Ace Bandages

Gift Certificates                   
(Important to fill emergency, immediate needs)
Dave’s Supermarkets
Giant Eagle
Gas Cards
Wal-Mart
Target
Office Depot

Cash Donations
While we are always grateful and in 
need of your Wish List donations, cash 
contributions are an important and 
resourceful way for the WSCC to meet 
the needs of our clients and programs.  

Please make checks payable to 
West Side Catholic Center or 
give securely online at 
www.wsccenter.org.  

Did you know that you can 
go online to Target.com 

and Amazon.com to 
purchase and donate items 

to the West Side Catholic Center?

  It is an easy way for you to 
give from the comfort of 

your own home!

Did you know that 100% of the items we distribute throughout the year in our Clothing and Household Items 
Distribution program (CHID) are donated by you?  Thank you for your donations of new and gently used items.  

We accept donations Monday - Friday 8:30AM to 2:30PM.  We ask that you bring clothing that is gently used and 
season appropriate.  We have limited storage and sorting space.  We limit donations to two bags in order to process 
your donations in a timely manner to our clients.  We can only accept new car seats and pack-and-plays.  

   

    Find Us Online
Did you know that the West Side Catholic Center 
is on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn?  Have you 
gone to YouTube to watch our latest video?  Did you 
know that we have a WSCC e-newsletter, volunteer 
e-newsletter and a Friday Executive Director 
e-newsletter that shares latest events, stories and 
current needs?

There are so many resources and opportunities to 
learn more about the West Side Catholic Center or to 
keep current on events.  

Jump online and get connected!

   

To sign up for newsletters, see current calendars, donate or 
volunteer go to www.wsccenter.org.

To Friend us on Facebook go to
facebook.com/westsidecatholiccenter.

To tweet about us use @wsccenter.

To make a professional connection find us at 
LinkedIn.com/westsidecatholiccenter.

To watch our latest videos visit 
youtube.com/user/wsccenter.
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News Briefs
Nutrition Improvement Progam:
Healthier Choices
The WSCC, with support from St. 
Dominic started to bring in fresh fruit 
and vegetables in 2012 to add to our 
menu selections in the Drop-In Center.  
The need for this program stems from 
the reality that homeless and low 
income population tend to have less 
access to fresh and whole foods.  Rates 
of diabetes and obesity and other diet-
related diseases are disproportionally 
higher in this populations.  Nationally 
three areas of concern are 1) increasing 
the intake of fruits, vegetables and 
whole grains, 2) eating lower fat foods 
more often and 3) being more physically 
active.  

For 2013 the Conway Family Foundation 
has provided a generous grant to 
provide further resources to improve 
this program.  We will now work 
with agencies to provide educational 
sessions.   We will work with dieticians 
to review our current menus.  The 
Nutrition Improvement Plan is a health 
and wellness program that has the 
potential to make a major difference in 
the well-being of hundreds of clients 
served at our Drop-In Center. 

Foodbank’s Mobile Pantry: 
Coming Soon

The WSCC is excited to announce that 
we are about to become a partner with 
the Cleveland Foodbank’s Mobile 
Pantry.  The Mobile Pantry is a once-a-
month free distribution of  fresh fruit 
and vegetables to underserved areas.  

One Saturday a month the WSCC will 
be giving away thousands of pounds 
of fresh produce to people in our 
community.  All are welcome to come 
regardless of income.  Guests will 
have to fill out a short form and then 
be able to select from a variety of fresh 
produce and other materials.  

We are very happy to start this 
program, and look forward to it’s 
growth and potential in 2013!

Passages Volunteer Program:
New opportunity

Annually the Zacchaeus Housing 
Solutions program looks for 
community volunteers to become 
mentors for the Passages Family 
Mentoring program.  Passages 
provides a holistic approach to 
mentoring that promotes long-term 
family unity and stability. 

Passages volunteers work together 
as a team, known as Companions, 
with families for up to one year.  As 
a Companion you will build social 
bridges and provide a support 
system to a family in need.

If you are willing to offer your talents 
and enjoy a rewarding experience, 
then you can be a Passages 
Companion.  

For more information contact Sue 
DiNardo, Case Manager Supervisor 
at 216-631-4741 ext. 165.

STAFF CHANGES
Welcome Two New Staff 

In January we welcomed two new staff 
members: Traci Muchowski and Diana 
Rau.  

Traci joined as a Financial Specialist in 
our Finance Department.  

Diana joined as a Case Manager with 
Zacchaeus Housing Solutions.

They both bring a lot of talent and 
skills to enhance the furthering of our 
mission.  

Welcome!

Volunteer Information 
Sessions
Monthly Chance to Learn More

Each month the WSCC hosts 
Volunteer Information Sessions 
to share information with people 
looking to volunteer at the WSCC.  

The next Information Sessions are:
March 26
April 23 
May 21

If you are interested in sharing some 
time with the WSCC, contact Terrie 
Garr at 216-631-4741 ext. 122 to 
attend.

“Our clients come to us as Good 
Friday, but leave us as if it was 
Easter Sunday.”
     ~ Joe Cimperman, guest speaker at 
our Annual Board Dinner in January  
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Donor Profiles: 

Thank you for caring and sharing your 

Now in its 16th year of grantmaking, Saint Luke’s 
Foundation supports the efforts of nonprofit organizations 
and community leaders to offer sustainable solutions to key 
issues that affect the health and well-being of individuals, 
families and urban communities. WSCC has been the 
recipient of hundreds of thousands of those dollars since 
that time, and most recently received a $200,000 two-year 
gift in support of Zacchaeus Housing Solutions. Zacchaeus 
is a housing program that speaks directly to family 
homelessness, providing families with rent subsidies and 
case management services that enable them to support 
themselves and one another.  Zacchaeus embodies Saint 
Luke’s emphasis on strengthening families, and the WSCC 
is humbled and privileged to serve in partnership with 
Saint Luke’s in providing a sustainable solution to empower 
families to thrive.

Growth Through Giving: 2013 Annual Fund Started
The West Side Catholic Center has grown so much from our initial days of peanut butter sandwiches and coffee 
and putting shoes in the window.  Our 2013 operating expenses are projected to be $2.6 million.  

It costs approximately:

Zacchaeus would not be in place to serve as a solution to family 
homelessness without the initial investment to implement 
the project from the Community West Foundation.  In 2007, 
the WSCC turned to Community West seeking $100,000 to 
support the creation of our new, “permanent supportive 
housing” program. Community West Foundation granted 
our request, and continued to support Zacchaeus at this 
level for several years to ensure its continued progress and 
sustainability, all the while maintaining its historic support 
of our Basic Needs Programs. Perhaps no foundation is more 
in sync with the mission of the WSCC than the Community 
West Foundation, which is dedicated to supporting 
organizations that provide the basic needs of food, clothing, 
shelter, and medical care to the most needy in and around 
Western Cuyahoga County.  

           time, treasures and talents.  

     $200 for 1 night for a family in our Women & Children’s Shelter.
     $675 a day to serve  over 150 people lunch in the Drop-In Center.  
     $1,250 a month to support a family in our Zacchaeus program.  

The WSCC is a great steward of your donations.  Over 85% of 
your donations go directly to serving our clients.  

The mission of the WSCC is to support our clients goals of 
obtaining self-sufficiency.  This type of personal growth takes a 
lot of time, perseverance and most importantly resources.  Our 
clients cannot experience such growth without your gifts to 
sustain our programs.  

Your tax-deductible donation allows us to provide faith, love, 
respect and hope in order to transform lives.  Please send a gift 
in the enclosed envelope or donate online at wsccenter.org.  
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It is our Mission : 

West Side Catholic Center is 
grounded in faith, hope, love 
and respect for those we serve, 
we assist all who come in need of 
food, clothing, shelter, advocacy 
and a path to self-sufficiency.

3135 Lorain Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
Phone:  216.631.4741
Fax:  216.631.2379
www.wsccenter.org
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“From the moment we walked in the front door, I felt 
safe.  We have now found permanent housing, but still 
come to the West Side Catholic Center for programs.” 
 

- Past Women & Children’s Shelter Resident, 
“Kim” and her daughter Angel


