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September 17 Mass in Resource Center

September 26 St. Joseph Catholic Church   
	 	 SOUL	Race	benefits	WSCC
  @ St. Joseph’s in Strongsville

October 20 Mass in Resource Center

November 7	 Warm	Hearts	Winter	Nights
  @ Marriott Downtown Cleveland 

November 7 Souper Bowl CLE
  Event	benefits	WSCC
  In Detroit Shoreway
   Neighborhood 

November 18 Mass in Resource Center

For more information visit the WSCC website!

Mark your calendars!

 Summer	2015

For 35 years, WSCC’s Women and 
Children’s Shelter has provided a 
safe, peaceful and welcoming home 
for the homeless.  In that time the 
Shelter has successfully moved 
thousands of women and children 
from homelessness to stable housing 
through proactive, empowerment 
programming that moves clients 
toward self-sufficiency. Perhaps 
no other WSCC  program better 
exemplifies empowerment than the 
Employment Program.

On March 4, 2015, Joyce Robinson 
joined the thousands who came 
before her as she successfully left 
the Shelter to move into her own 
apartment and pursue a career 
helping others through her job 
as Volunteer Coordinator at the 
Northeast Ohio Coalition for the 
Homeless.

A	Path	to	Self-Sufficiency: 
The Women and Children’s Shelter and Employment Program 

Years before Joyce Robinson joined 
the ranks of successful Shelter 
graduates, she was among the ranks 
of the US military.  The personal 
trauma Joyce suffered during 
her service caused mental and 
emotional wounds that ultimately 
left her homeless and jobless. On 
New Year’s Eve, 2013,  Joyce called 
the Veterans Service Commission 
who referred  her to WSCC’s Shelter.

“I cried every night for the first 
week,” Joyce said.  “I had truly hit 
rock bottom.”

Fortunately for Joyce she had the 
support of her Case Manager, Janice 
Lopez, who works with the veteran 
population served at the Shelter.  
The Shelter works in collaboration 
with the Veterans Administration to 
serve our local veterans.

Story Continued On Page 3

“Ms. Janice was so kind to me 
and patient. She was always 
encouraging, and worked with me 
to come up with a plan to get my life 
on track.”  

The plan to which Joyce refers is 
an individual case plan for self-
sufficiency that addresses permanent 
housing, income, job training, 
education and self-determination.   

Within 30 days, clients entering the 
Shelter are linked to community 
resources that address critical 
issues facing each resident.  Mental 
health and substance abuse services, 
physical health services, legal aid, 
education and employment services 
and youth services are among those 
to which clients are linked.  It was 
during this time that Joyce enrolled 
in the WSCC Employment Program.

The WSCC Employment 
Program assists unemployed 
and underemployed clients in 
securing permanent, sustainable 
employment.  The Employment 
Program offers an individualized, 
holistic approach for those who have 
significant obstacles to employment. 

WSCC’s Employment Program deals 
with the causes of unemployment 
and provides the skills needed 
to secure and keep a job. It does 
this through an initial intake and 
assessment followed by a series of 
employment clinics and individual 
and group assistance.

Joyce Robinson at work.

Miracles on 
   32 nd Street
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As I write this letter August is passing. I don’t know 
why I am always so surprised at how quickly the 
time goes by. It seems like just yesterday we had 
finished the 2014 Giving Tree and I am sure the 
planning for the 2015 Giving Tree begins soon.

Yet, in between The Giving Tree events so many 
other things happen at West Side Catholic Center. 
In March, the Friends of the WSCC held another 
successful luncheon and boutique raising $52,000 for 
Moriah House – the Women and Children’s Shelter. 
The 10th Annual 5K Run/1 Mile Walk and Pancake 

Did	You	Know?
The	Drop-In	Center	will	now	be	called	the	Resource	Center.	This	change	has	
been	made	to	more	effectively	reflect	the	programming	taking	place	downstairs	
in	3135	Lorain	Avenue.	For	several	years	we	have	worked	to	engage	clients	in	
moving	towards	self-sufficiency.	We	feel	the	name	“Resource	Center”	reflects	
these	efforts.	

For	this	and	other	current	WSCC	information	look	to	our	website,	social	media	
platforms,	e-newsletters	and	blogs.		To	stay	in	touch	be	sure	to	like,	read	and	
click	often.	 
• For	current	calendars,	donate	or	volunteer	go	to	www.wsccenter.org.
• To	friend	us	on	Facebook	go	to	facebook.com/westsidecatholiccenter.
• Tweet	about	us	using @wsccenter.

breakfast was on May 30th. The second annual Sips & Swigs was another 
rousing success and plans are well under way for the 19th Warm Hearts Winter 
Nights gala. The 5th annual Expressive Arts Showcase was another beautiful 
event. We continue to serve those who come to us in need of food, clothing, 
shelter and advocacy.

It is easy to get caught up in the day to day operations of the WSCC and the 
annual progression of “friendraisers” and fundraisers. We’ve recently spent 
some time looking at our three buildings to ensure that we are able to maintain 
our current services as well as consider our future needs.

Our Resource Center is crowded and worn, making it challenging to maintain a 
trauma-informed environment. Moriah House is now 15 years old and in need 
of significant work. The historic Zacchaeus Building, while open only five years 
,is in need of a new roof which wasn’t included in the original rehabilitation 
project. As we consider the future, the increasing success of our Employment 
Program requires that we provide space for staff and additional opportunities 
to prepare clients for successful careers.

All these issues are being carefully and thoughtfully examined by the Board 
of Directors. As decisions are made and plans studied we will keep you, our 
committed friends, volunteers, and donors informed. 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers. 

Anita Cook
Executive Director
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Continued	from	Cover	Story: 
A Path to Self-Sufficiency

Employment	Stats	
Ohio’s unemployment rate was 5.2 percent in June, with the state losing 1,900 jobs according to the Ohio Department of 
Job and Family Services.  The current year over year job growth rate in Ohio is now 1.73 percent.  The USA job growth 
rate is 2.09 percent. Thus, June 2015 is the 32nd consecutive month when Ohio’s job growth has been below the USA 
national average.  Ohio still has not recovered 57,200 jobs lost since the Great Recession began in December 2007. 

  Unemployment rate by race:
   • Black workers had the highest jobless rate at 9.5 percent
   • Hispanic workers had a 6.6 percent
   • White workers had a 4.6 percent unemployment rate
Long-term unemployed – People are considered to be long-termed unemployed if they have been jobless for at least 27 
weeks, or about six months. The long-term unemployed accounted for 25.8 percent of the total number of unemployed.

Since it was implemented in 2012, 
more than 160 clients have been 
placed in jobs directly through 
the Employment Program.  Many 
other clients are referred to 
partnering education and workforce 
development programs better suited 
to their unique needs and interests.

In Joyce’s case, the Employment 
Program provided a solid starting 
point from which to prepare to re-
enter the job market.  

“I started attending the Employment 
Clinics and those were great because 
presenters gave us tips on job search 
and  help with resumes,” Joyce said.  
“I also was connected with a mentor 
who was extremely knowledgeable 
and helpful.  Perhaps one of the most 
helpful things my mentor did was 
help me to realize I had other issues 
to deal with before I could go back 
to work.”

In consultation with WSCC’s 
Employment Program Coordinator 
Mario McMichael, Joyce’s Case 
Manager, Tony Johnson, the 
Cleveland VA Medical Center’s 
Women’s Homeless Coordinator, 
recommended connecting Joyce with 
the VA’s Incentive Work Therapy 
program (IWT).  

“Having to be at work at a certain 
time and getting a paycheck helped 
prepare me for residential living.”

While in the IWT program Joyce 
simultaneously received treatment 
to help her come to terms with the 
trauma she experienced while in the 
military and move forward in the 
healing process. 

“I really hadn’t realized how 
depressed I was,” Joyce said. “Just 
going to counselors and talking 
to them about the situation was 
difficult because it was like trying to 
tear a scab off a wound and digging 
in there.  And as we went through 
therapy, I saw how it affected my life 
up to this point.”

And with clarity came the courage 
to make her mark in the workforce.  
In October 2014, Joyce came full 
circle when she accepted the position 

of Volunteer Coordinator with 
NEOCH to help the same people 
whose shoes she was all too familiar 
with being in. 
 

“Having been homeless for 14 
months, and now working with the 
homeless, it’s really interesting,” 
Joyce said.  “Part of what I do is 
contacting political officials, different 
organizations, and fielding calls 
from people who need resources.  
If people really understood that 
homeless are not happy to sit and 
accept handouts, but are really 
trying to do something to help their 
plight, it might just change the idea 
of what homeless people are about.”

Today, Joyce enjoys living in her 
own apartment. ”It doesn’t have 
everything in it yet, but it’s mine.”

When asked how she reflects 
on her 14 months in the Shelter, 
Joyce responds with resounding 
positivity; “Oh my goodness, when 
I talk to people about the Shelter, 
I tell them that it was a wonderful 
place for me to safely fall apart and 
put the puzzle pieces of my life back 
together.”  

That statement says so much about 
what the Shelter represents and 
means to those who depend on it as 
a place to enter broken and come out 
whole.  

Employment Coordinator, Mario McMichael
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The annual Volunteer Appreciation event in April was full of great 
blessings and recognition of volunteers with decades of service to 
be proud of.  The 2014 Dorothy Day Humanitarian Award was 
given to:
          - Grace Bostwick - 34 years volunteering at WSCC
          - Barbara Clemente - 27 years of service at WSCC
          - Judy Herman - 31 years volunteering at WSCC
          - Sue Katigbak - 35 years of service at WSCC
          - Gerry Vandeveer - 27 years volunteering at WSCC
          - Colletta Weisbarth - 33 years of service at WSCC
          - GED Program Volunteers - serving since 2009

The Dorothy Day  award is presented to a volunteer or group whose 
service exemplifies the spirit of Dorothy Day and her mission to 
the homeless and forgotten of our society.   These women and men 
have dedicated so much time and energy to the Meals and Clothing 
and Household Programs of the Resource Center, in addition to 
tutoring those in our GED program.  

Grace Bostwick said it best: “WSCC is a heart thing.  Once you are there, 
you do not want to leave because there are so many good people.”  

WSCC could not be more proud to remember this group’s spirit of 
humility, kindness and empathy.  

2014	Dorothy	Day	Humanitarian	Award	Recipients:
Decades of Dedication

Young	Professionals	Find	Niche	in	Service:	
WSCC Associate Board 

WSCC has a vibrant group of young professionals who 
contribute their time, treasure and talent to support the mission 
and programs of WSCC.  

WSCC’s Associate Board members volunteer monthly in the 
Resource Center as well as the Shelter, providing support to the 
Mobile Pantry, preparing meals for the clients and engaging 
the children in WSCC’s Youth Program.  

In July the Associate Board hosted over 300 people at their 
second annual Sips & Swigs event.  Held on St. Ignatius’ Kyle 
Field, Sips & Swigs exposed guests to over 15 breweries and 
distilleries from all over Ohio and Pennsylvania.  Guests had 
the opportunity to win prizes in a Chinese raffle and cornhole 
tournament.  The event grossed over $30,000 to benefit the 
programs of the WSCC.  

In addition to Sips & Swigs, the Associate Board hosts 
friendraising socials and other fun events through out the year 
to engage the community in their activities.  

If you are interested in joining this social and engaging 
group, contact the WSCC Advancement Department at info@
wsccenter.org or go to the WSCC website for more information 
on the Associate Board. 
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Fall	In-Kind	
Donations

Fall	Clothing
*Plus sizes always needed
Diapers (esp. larger sizes)

Baby	Wipes
Small	Household	Items

Toiletries

Thank you for your donations of 
new and/or gently used items.  

In-kind	Donation	Reminders:

Due to limited storage space, we 
can accept no more than TWO	
bags per donor.

Donations are accepted Monday - 
Friday 8:30AM - 2:00PM. 

WSCC can only accept NEW baby 
car seats and playpens. 

Lawyers	For	Women	in	Crisis:
Supporting Women in the Shelter

In an effort to meet all the needs of our 
clients and programs of the WSCC, 
we ask for in-kind donations from 
you and the community.    The In-
Kind Donation program will focus its 
efforts monthly on a special request.  
These items will be something 
needed especially that month.  

Upcoming	Requests

September:
Men’s casual clothing and shoes.  
WSCC receives donations of suits 
and ties, but often times not casual 
clothing for the clients who need 
appropriate weather clothing.

October:

Small household appliances and 
dishes.  WSCC clients will move 
into new homes with little money 
to purchase dishes, coffee makers, 
alarm clocks, toasters and small 
microwaves. 

November:
New socks, underwear and 
sweatshirts for WSCC’s Giving 
Tree Program.  This is the only 
time of the year WSCC asks for and 
distributes NEW undergarments and 
sweatshirts.  These are distributed 
to hundreds of needy families in 
December.  

The Cleveland Bar Association’s 
Women in Law Section approached 
Priscilla Franklin, Moriah House 
- Women and Children’s Shelter 
Director, about providing legal 
services to women in need.  Starting 
in May 2015 lawyers from all over 
Cleveland are giving their time to 
answer legal questions posed from 
women residing in our Shelter.

Guided by Ann Porath and Mary 
Beth McConville from Legal Aid, 
these female lawyers are providing 
an invaluable resource to our clients.  

In their first session in May, they 
served half the current adult 
population in the Women and 
Children’s Shelter.  The issues and 
questions they addressed included:

“Mostly, we listened,” said Rebecca 
Bennett, Chair CMBA Women in 
Law Section.  “We learned from 
recent training sessions, much of the 
help that these individuals need is 
in navigating the ‘systems’ in which 
they are dealing.  Imagine having to 
cut through red tape and navigate 
government agencies when you 
don’t even have your documents in 
your possession because you don’t 
currenly have a home.  We hope that 
our continued monthly presence at 
the Women and Children’s Shelter 
will be of help.”

With each session the Women in Law 
have seen higher participation and 
more challenging questions.  They 
are pleased to know their services 
and time are appreciated and needed.

     - Eviction
     - Family disputes over housing
     - How to file a divorce complaint
     - Child custody 
     - Supplemental Security Income
        application process

Member of the Women in Law Section 
speaking to a client about legal matters. 
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News	Briefs
From	the	WSCC	Kitchen
Beef	and	Black	Bean	Chili
12 oz. ground beef ( or use turkey)
1 onion, chopped
1 green pepper, chopped
3 cloves garlic, minced
30 oz. can black beans, rinsed and 
drained
28 oz. can diced tomatoes
3/4 cup beef broth
2 T chili powder
1 T ground cumin
1 T paprika

1. Cook ground beef, onion, peppers 
and garlic over medium heat until 
brown and drain fat.
2. Put mixture into a slow cooker 
and add beans, tomatoes, broth, and 
seasoning.  
3. Cover and cook on low heat setting 
for 8 to 10 hours or on high heat 
setting for 4 to 5 hours. 

Prep	Time:	25 minutes
Servings:	8

Garden	Full	of	Sunshine	
WSCC always has sun shining on 
the Moriah House - Women and 
Children’s Shelter Garden thanks 
to the help of two young women.  
Kaitlyn Low and Melissa Driscoll 
painted a large sun mural on the 
wall in the garden and filled it with 
handprints from the children in 
our Youth Program.  This beautiful 
addition brightens up the garden 
and provides a cheerful backdrop for 
this space.  Kaitlyn and Melissa are 
pictured below in front of the mural 
with with Anita Cook, and garden 
donor Katy Gibbons.  

Silent	Auction	
Wish	List

WSCC is asking for silent auction 
donations  for Warm Hearts Winter 
Nights.  Please consider donating:

-	Use	of	condo/vacation	home
-	Loge	at	sporting	event
-	Theater	tickets
-	$100	restaurant	gift	cards
-	Unique	experiences	in	NE	Ohio
-	Wine	or	other	spirits
-	Electronics

Contact the Advancement 
Department at info@wsccenter.org 
for more information or to give.

WSCC	Speaker’s	Bureau	
Many times throughout the year 
WSCC is asked to come share 
information about our programs, 
mission, clients and the state of 
poverty in our community. Requests 
come from parishes, schools, 
businesses, individual groups, 
organizations, youth groups, and 
other nonprofits.

WSCC likes to share our stories 
and the stories of our clients, so 
that our community understands 
the importance of supporting social 
service agencies like the WSCC.  

Often times these community 
outreach opportunities turn into 
future volunteers, in-kind donors, 
funders, or community advocates.  

If you are interested in having WSCC 
come speak to a group, host a table 
at a community event, or address a 
specific topic around poverty and our 
programs, contact the Advancement 
Department at info@wsccenter.org.
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WSCC	expresses	gratitude	for	the	
recent	donations	made	 in	honor/

memory	of	the	following:

In	Honor:
Cindy	Aulisio
Elaine	Betz
Joe	Bryan

Fr.	Mark	DiNardo
Fr. Don Dunson
Judy	Herman
Paula	Kampf
Jim Mazzella
Lewis Rapp

Sisters	of	Humility	of	Mary

In	Memoriam:
Bernice Anter

Margaret	Healey	Cochran
Jack	Doyle
Gerda	Potz

William	Vandeveer
Kathleen	Walsh

Donor	Gratitude 

means more PeoPle In need oF servIces

Often times WSCC shares the stories 
of how our clients are managing 
their poverty, their needs, their 
struggle to survive in this unstable 
economy.  It might be helpful to 
illustrate the need in numbers.  

Ohio’s recovery, especially cities 
like Cleveland, has been slow at 
best.  Cleveland’s poverty rate 
continues to rise, with almost 36 
percent of residents and more than 
half of all Cleveland children living 
at or below the poverty rate in 2015. 

That means making less than 
$11,770 for a single person and less 
than $24,250 for a family of four. 
With rent for an apartment running 

$7,500 annually and more for 
a multi-bedroom residence, an 
individual or family must bring in 
more than $11,500 per year to rent 
an apartment and still have enough 
to cover the cost for food, medical 
care, transportation, child care and 
more.  

One in six people and one in five 
children do not have enough food, 
and more than half of those going 
hungry.  Many report they use up 
their SNAP benefits (food stamps) 
within two weeks.

Many clients who use WSCC’s 
Food Pantry program make ends 
meet reported having to choose 
between buying food and paying 
bills. 

Please consider making a gift to 
help bridge the gap and make 
certain that this essential safety 
net that WSCC provides remains 
strong.  Your support, time and 
resources are needed.

Two	Fall	Events	Benefitting	WSCC	

3rd	Annual	S.O.U.L.	Race	
St. Joseph Catholic Church
Saturday,	September	26,	2015

The S.O.U.L Race is a 5k Run-1-
mile walk that is fun for the entire 
family. St. Joseph Catholic Church 
in Strongsville created this event 
to raise awareness about healthy 
living and to raise funds for local 
charities.  

Go	online	to	register	today!
sjohio.org/soul	

Gordon	Square	Arts	District	
Saturday,	November	7,	2015
12-3pm	

Stroll through the Gordon Square 
Arts District while enjoying a wide 
variety of soups from Cleveland’s 
favorite restaurants. Your vote will 
help select the Souperbowl CLE 
2015 winners!   

Tickets	$25	
Event	and	ticket	information:	

souperbowlCLE.com



It	is	our	Mission	:	

West	 Side	 Catholic	 Center	 is	
grounded	 in	 faith,	 hope,	 love	
and	 respect	 for	 those	we	 serve,	
we	assist	all	who	come	in	need	of	
food,	 clothing,	 shelter,	advocacy	
and	a	path	to	self-sufficiency.

3135 Lorain Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
Phone:  216.631.4741
Fax:  216.631.2379
www.wsccenter.org
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“I loved coming to the Summer Backpack Program.  We got a 
yummy meal and played games.  When we left they gave us a 
bag of food for our family to have something to eat.” 
 

- Destiny


