
             
November 28-29 Drop-In Center/ Admin. 
	 	 Office	Closed	
                   

December	14	 Volunteer	Mass	&	Potluck		
  @ Lakewood Women’s 
  Pavilion 
  4PM

December	16-18		Giving	Tree	Distribution	  
                    @ Drop-In Center 
  9AM	-	3PM

December	24 Drop-In Center/ Admin. 
	 	 Office	Closes	@	12	PM     

December	25 Drop-In Center/ Admin. 
	 	 Office	Closed

January	1 Drop-In Center/ Admin. 
	 	 Office	Closed
For	more	calendar	information	visit	the	
West	Side	Catholic	Center’s	website!
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One man’s story proves that it’s never 
too late in life to set course on a new 
road with a little help from your 
friends. 

We often hear that life is all about the 
journey and not the destination.  While 
this is true, having a good navigator by 
your side can make the trip a lot more 
pleasant and lead to a softer, gentler 
place.

We can’t say what led Jack to the WSCC 
five years ago, but he found us later in 
life than most of our clients.   An older 
man who spoke with a heavy accent, 
Jack asked for nothing beyond the hot 
meals that nourished him while living 
on the streets and sleeping in open 
RTA bus shelters.  But Jack was not 
a man who would accept something 
for nothing.  He started to help clean 

the kitchen after meals, and soon took 
ownership of cleaning the bathrooms 
and showers, volunteering every day – 
six days a week – with no expectation 
of  anything more than two meals a 
day.

Miracles on 
   32 nd Street

Jack’s	Journey: 
WSCC Changes Course of One Man’s Journey

Jack became a familiar and welcome 
face in the Drop-In Center. About three 
years ago, Drop-In Center Supervisor 
Barbara Taylor, insisted that Jack 
accept a monthly bus pass so he could 
at least stay warm and safe riding the 
bus all night, as opposed to wandering 
the streets and sleeping in open bus 
stops.  Outside of food, this was the 
first help that Jack ever accepted from 
WSCC.

Jack continued to volunteer every day, 
content with his meals and monthly 
bus passes as compensation for hours 
of good work.   Then in December 2012, 

he developed a bleeding ulceration 
in his lower leg.  Jack saw a doctor at 
Care Alliance who told him he would 
lose his leg if he continued to live on 
the streets.  By then, Jack had become 

Continued on page 3

part of WSCC’s family, and Drop-In 
Center staff persuaded Jack to live in a 
room that WSCC was able to rent for a 
nominal cost.  

WSCC saw the goodness in Jack from 
the beginning and now, finally, Jack 
was becoming comfortable with the 
idea that he was worthy of being 
helped, and deserved to have a better 
life.  And that’s when Jack’s journey 
shifted into the next gear with WSCC 
navigating the way.
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Want	to	always	have	current	WSCC	information? 

To	sign	up	for	newsletters,	see	current	calendars,	donate	or	volunteer	go	to www.wsccenter.org.

To	Friend	us	on	Facebook	go	to facebook.com/westsidecatholiccenter.

To	tweet	about	us	use	@wsccenter.

To	watch	our	latest	2013	videos	visit youtube.com/user/wsccenter.

What do you give thanks for?
As the holidays approach we are often reminded 
to take some time to reflect on the blessings in 
our lives.  In fact, we have a national holiday of 
“thanksgiving.”  But is that enough?  Do we live 
our lives in a spirit of thankfulness and gratitude?

The men, women and children who come to the West 
Side Catholic Center do.  The clients of the WSCC who 
have so little in material goods give thanks throughout 
the year.  A day does not go by where one of these

                                                people who have such great needs does not say to me;

I am thankful that I am able to eat a healthy, satisfying lunch at the WSCC.

I am thankful that my children and I are no longer sleeping in my car.  We are safe 
and warm in the Women and Children’s Shelter.

I am thankful for these employment clinics.  I know with the help of the staff of the 
WSCC I will find a job and be able to pay rent.

I am grateful for my sobriety.

I am grateful that I woke up this morning.

I strive to be grateful every day for all that I have been given, but I sometimes 
regress.  I allow the small aggravations and large frustrations to take up too 
much space in my head, and lose sight of what is really important.  Things like 
my family, my friends and my health.  My home, my bed, my refrigerator full of 
food.  A privilege position that provides me the honor of serving the most gracious 
people who have taught me more than I could ever hope to teach, given me more 
than I could ever hope to give, and blessed me in ways that humble and remind 
me how much I have.

Albert Einstein is quoted as saying, “There are only two ways to live your life.  One 
is as though nothing is a miracle.  The other is as though everything is a miracle.”  
Every experience that has led me here - the trials, the errors, the victories and 
defeats, the major events and the mundane, daily tasks - have all brought me to 
this place, this day, this minute I am writing this message to you.

I choose to live life as though everything is a miracle.  And as you make miracles 
happen on 32nd Street at the WSCC, may this holiday season bring joy, love and 
miracles to you.



  www.wsccenter.org 

2014	Calendar	of	Fundrasising	Events:
Save these dates!
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March	9 Friends	of	the	WSCC	-	
	 	 Annual	Charity	Luncheon	and	Auction
   @ La Centre in Westlake 
                    
May	31	 5K	Run/1	Mile	Walk	and	Pancake	Breakfast		
  @ WSCC and through Ohio City
  
June	9	  Charity	Golf	Scramble	                      
  @ Westwood Country Club 
  
August	23 WSCC	Associate	Board	-	
	 	 Sips	and	Swigs
  @ 78th Street Creative Studios

For	more	information	on	sponsorships,	donations	or	attendance	for	these
events,	contact	the	Advancement	Department	at	info@wsccenter.org.

Last January, WSCC applied for 
SSI retirement for Jack.  He was 
denied because there was no proof 
of citizenship.  WSCC contacted 
the Catholic Charities Immigration 
Services, who took his case pro 
bono and successfully verified his 
citizenship.  

That’s when we learned Jack was 72 
years old.

Catholic Charities ordered Jack’s 
Certificate of Naturalization, 
obtaining a waiver for the $345 
charge.  Armed with the necessary 
documents, thanks to the good work 
of Catholic Charities, WSCC reapplied 
for Jack’s SSI, this time with success!  
On November 1, 2013, Jacked received 
his first SSI check. Upon receiving it, 
he opened a checking account and 
asked if it was ok to use some of his 
money for something personal he 
really wanted.  We assured Jack that 
we trusted he would spend the money 
well, and with that, Jack went to the 
barber shop he frequented some years 
ago and had his first haircut in a very 
long time.

Now fortified with steady income, a 
state ID obtained with the help of the 
Identification Crisis Collaborative, 
a checking account, pending 
applications for food stamps and 
health insurance that are expected to 
soon be approved AND -  a new haircut 
– Jack is looking for an apartment in 
his old neighborhood.  

At 72 years young, Jack is like a 
different man.  Happier, healthier, 
and looking forward to the rest of his 
life.  How miraculous to be in this 
place, at this point in life, on a journey 
down a new road that began at an age 
where so many people think their best 
days are behind them.  Is it divine 
providence that brought Jack and 
WSCC together?   If Jack had taken a 
left turn instead of a right, would he 
still be sleeping on the streets?  Would 
he still have his leg?   The fortunes that 
change our life are truly wondrous to 
ponder.

WSCC is blessed to have served as co-
pilot on Jack’s most recent journey.  
A journey that is not over by a long 
shot.  Jack will continue to work at 

WSCC every day, and if we are smart, 
we will learn from Jack’s humility, his 
contentment with his lot, his gratitude 
for the small things in life, and the 
blessings that have been bestowed 
upon him for being a blessing to others 
while expecting nothing in return.  

Such	 are	 the	 miracles	 on	 32nd	 and	
Lorain.	

Jack’s	Journey	Continued
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Zacchaeus	Housing	Solutions:	
Adopt-A-Family
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Fall	Wish	List: Gifts 
from the Heart

Clothing
Warm Winter Clothing
Socks/Underwear/Bras

Baby/Toddler	Items
Diapers (esp. larger sizes)
Baby Wipes
New Car Seats
New Pack-And-Plays

Household	Items
Heavy Blankets
Clean Towels
Pots and Pans
Inflatable Mattresses
Silverware/Dishes
Heaters
Radios
Irons
Clocks

Miscellaneous	
Duffle Bags/Backpacks

Toiletries
Toothpaste/Toothbrushes
Shampoo/Conditioner 
(+ products for African-Americans)
Soap/Body Wash
Deodorant
Disposable Razors
Lotion

Medical	Supplies
Tylenol
Cough Drops
Cough Medicine

Did you know that 100% of the 
items distributed throughout the 
year in our Clothing and Household 
program are donated by you?  
Thank	 you	 for	 your	 donations	 of	
new	and	gently	used	items.	 

WSCC accepts donations 
Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 2:30PM. 
NOTE: Due to the Giving Tree 
Program, we have limited space for 
used donations as we are collecting 
NEW items during the month of 
December.  We ask that you help us 
by limiting your donations to ONE 
bag.  

The Zacchaeus Housing Solutions 
Program at the West Side Catholic 
Center assists homeless individuals 
and families in securing and 
maintaining permanent housing 
with case management services and 
tenant-based rental assistance.  This 
provides families a chance to work 
towards self-sufficiency.

Each year WSCC gives individuals, 
families and corporate groups an 
opportunity to “Adopt-A-Family” 
who is participating in the Zacchaeus 
Housing Solutions Program for the 
2013 holiday season.  

As a participant, individuals or 
groups act as “Secret Santas,” 
assisting in making holiday wishes 
come true for over 40 families who 
have been previously homeless, have 
very limited resources and are now 
residing in stable housing through 
the Zacchaeus Program.  

Participants will receive information 
on their adopted family which 
includes names, phone numbers 
and addresses of the family and 
the WSCC Case Manager, as well 
as reasonable suggested items to be 
gifted.

Family size and location vary, but 
arrangements can be made to meet 
participants’ interests and needs.  We 
encourage all Secret Santas to deliver 
gifts directly to the families, but 
arrangements can be made to deliver 
items to the Case Managers at WSCC. 

If you have any interest in 
participating in Adopt-A-Family, 
please contact Terrie Garr, Volunteer 
and In-Kind Donations Manager, by 
phone at 216-631-4141 ext. 122 or via 
email at tgarr@wsccenter.org.

Thank you in advance to all of our 
donors for making this special 
program possible.

Interested	in	Volunteering?
There are many opportunities to 
volunteer in our Drop-In Center, 
the Employment Program, in 
administrative positions and more.  

Contact us for more information on 
positions as well as 2014 Volunteer 
Information and Orientation session 
dates at 216-631-4741 ext. 122 or info@
wsccenter.org.

The next Volunteer Information 
Session is January 28, 2014.

* Note that due to the volume of volunteers and 
the busy schedule in November and December 
we will not be accepting new volunteers until 
January 2014. *
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Giving	Tree: 
Fill A Christmas Wish
Each December the staff and 
volunteers at WSCC prepare for the 
Giving Tree Program.  In the joyous 
spirit of Christmas, we provide new, 
warm winter essentials to over 2,000 
men, women and children in our 
community. 

Like Ol’ Saint Nick, we laden bags with 
sweatshirts, socks, underwear, hats, 
gloves, mittens, coats (if available), 
full-sized toiletries and small toys for 
children. Where do all of these items 
come from?  YOU!     

For this annual event to be successful, 
the WSCC relies on generous donors 
to give new items and cash donations 
toward the purchase of necessary items 
and supplies.   

There are a number of ways you 
can help provide for families in our 
community.  Host a Giving Tree drive 
in your workplace, amongst your 
friends, at your church, or simply 
gather some of the items yourself.  This 
type of drive is a fun and meaningful 
way to ensure that men and women 
have warm winter wear to endure the 
coming winter and for children to have 
a gift to unwrap for Christmas.

We	ask	that	all	donations	

come	unwrapped.   

Suggested	Giving	Tree	Donations:

Men/Women/Boys/Girls	-	
Sweatshirts, hoodies, socks, 
underwear, hats and gloves.

Baby/Toddler	-	
Sleepwear, socks, hats, mittens, 
ointment, diapers and wipes.

Toiletries	(Full-Size)	-	
Soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, shaving 

cream, razors, lotion.

If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 donate,	 please	
drop	 all	 donations	 off	 to	 the	WSCC	
8:30AM	 -	 2:30PM	Monday	 to	 Friday	
before	 Monday,	 December	 9,	 or 
contact	Terrie	Garr	at	216-631-4741	ext.	
122.	

Giving	Comes	in	All	Forms
Expressive Arts teacher, Polly Barrett, 
has spent many hours sharing her 
talents as an art teacher and GED tutor 
with the clients of the Drop-In Center.  
Probably her greatest gift is how she has 
meticulously captured WSCC clients 
on canvas.  Each portrait comes to life 
and is such an accurate depiction of the 
personalities and lives she is portraying.   
She gives a framed copy to the client, who 
could not be more proud, and another 
to the WSCC.  These images (seen here) 
hang in the Conference Room and 
the Zacchaeus Multi-purpose Room. 

At the end of each summer Joe Kalt, of 
Kalt Manufacturing Company, makes 
a unique food donation to the WSCC.  
Joe goes to the Lorain County Fair 
and purchases the prize animals from 
the 4-H children, then has the animals 
prepared for the WSCC.  This past 
September, Joe donated two pigs, 
two turkeys (both weighing over 
30 pounds) and two chickens.  Barb 
Miller, always looks forward to Joe’s 
donations and the delicious meals we 
can prepare with this fresh meat.  

The St. Raphael Women’s Guild 
brought buckets of love to the new 
families in our Zacchaeus Housing 
Solutions Program.  Each bucket was 
filled with much needed cleaning 
supplies to start each new household.  
There was everything from brooms, 
mops, towels, washcloths, sponges, 
dish racks, detergent and bleach in 
these packets of love.  The families 
appreciated these expensive items as 
they work to get their homes ready 
for occupancy.  

Kenneth	Traver,	AKA	Kasper

Frederico	Catalano

Ernie	Marshal,	AKA	Pops
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News	Briefs

Lawyers’	Guild:
Annual	Red	Mass	

On October 18, the Lawyers Guild of 
the Catholic Diocese held their annual 
Red Mass and Luncheon, at which the 
WSCC was given special recognition 
for our outstanding work in the 
community.

The Red Mass originated in Paris in 
1245 to invoke the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit on the judges of the courts. 
The name “Red Mass” refers to the red 
robes worn by the judges and the red 
vestments worn by the priests. The 
Red Mass was introduced in the US in 
1928 in New York City.

The Lawyers Guild serves eight NE 
Ohio  counties.  The Guild fosters 
spiritual growth and fellowship within 
the legal community and calls attention 
to legal and societal issues that affect 
morality, justice and faith.

From	the	WSCC	Kitchen:
Stuffed	Bell	Peppers	Recipe

The WSCC kitchen volunteers offer a 
favorite fall recipe from the WSCC’s 
kitchen to yours.

Stuffed	Bell	Peppers
4 green bell peppers
2 Tablespoons olive oil
1 pound ground turkey
1 small onion
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 can no-salt-added diced tomatos (15 oz.)
1/3 cup uncooked, instant brown rice
1 teaspoon Worchestershire sauce

1. Preheat oven to 350F degrees. Lightly oil 
baking sheet with 1 Tablespoon of olive oil.
2. Rinse and cut top off the peppers. Discard 
tops and remove the seeds.
3. Roast the peppers cut side down for 15 
minutes.
4. In a large skillet, heat 1 Tablespoon of oil.
5. Saute turkey and onions for 5 minutes, 
or until meat is browned. Season with salt 
and pepper.
6. Stir in the tomatoes, rice and 
Worchestershire sauce.
7. Simmer uncovered for 15 minutes, or 
until rice is tender, remove from heat.
8. Stuff each pepper with the mixture and 
return peppers to the baking sheet.
9. Cover with foil and bake for 15 minutes.
Makes 4 servings

Young	Entrepreneurs:	
Dreamers	Academy	
Under the supervision of Angela Spring, 
Youth Services Coordinator, students 
K-12 from the Shelter, Zacchaeus 
Program and community met for four 
months to participate in interactive and 
hands-on lessons that are committed 
to developing young entrepreneurs, 
and tomorrow’s business leaders. 
By the end of the sessions, Youth 
Entrepreneurs received a head start 
towards economic empowerment and 
business knowledge.

At the end of the four-month training, 
the students participated in the  
Dreamers Academy weekend, which 
consisted of:

- Day One: Price For Profit meeting 
with all the students to provide 
motivational cheerleading.
- Day Two: A Career Exploration day 
for the students to meet with people 
from various professions (author, 
aerospace engineer, beautician, 
journalist and more).
- Day Three: Business Fair and 
Graduation for all participants.  The 
students put all the lesson plans together 
to develop a business plan, were given 
money to start their business and begin 
operation.  Examples of student start-
up businesses :

- K-2nd Grade Lemonade Stand: They 
developed lemonade recipes to sell.
- Pink Star Cafe: Cupcakes and ice cream 
themed with coordinating jewelry.  For 

The	Gift	of	a	Smile:
WSCC/Hudec	Dental	Collaborative	

A new program in the Drop-In Center 
expands clients’ access to health 
services.  The volunteer nurses, led 
by Patty Cleary, came to the staff with 
concerns about clients who needed 
teeth extracted or had excrutiating 
mouth pain. The WSCC/Hudec 
Dental Collaborative was established 
with initial funding provided by the 
Mt. Sinai Health Care Foundation. 
It provides emergency dental care 
to WSCC clients who are referred to 
Hudec Dental based on urgency of 
need through WSCC’s volunteer Nurse 
Clinics.  Since its implementation in 
January, 2013, 30 WSCC clients have 
received emergency dental treatment.  

This program was furthered in August 
as a result of Dr. Mary Lauer.  She 
approached WSCC for permission 
to provide free dental care and 
assessments to the Drop-In Center 
clients one day a week.  Dr. Lauer 
has also worked to provide dentures 
and partials for clients who are in the 
WSCC Employment Program to assist 
them in their search for work.  

example a red velvet cupcake would 
have a red velvet bracelet that would 
come along with it.
- Personalized Console Decor: Designer 
covers to fit each individuals decor 
for game consoles, cell phones, DVD 
players and more.

We hope that these important lessons 
will translate into lifelong skills.



The	Nord	Family	Foundation

The Nord Family Foundation, in the tradition of its founders, Walter and 
Virginia Nord, endeavors to build community through support of projects that 
bring opportunity to the disadvantaged, strengthen the bond of families, and 
improve the quality of people’s lives.

In more than twenty years of activity, The Nord Family Foundation has 
contributed more than $89 million for charitable and philanthropic purposes in 
communities of interest to the children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren 
of Walter and Virginia Nord.

The West Side Catholic Center considers itself fortunate to have been among 
those charities for ten of those years, and is grateful for the very generous 
support that we have received from the Nord Family Foundation since 2003.  
As a loyal long-time donor to WSCC, the Nord Family Foundation’s ongoing 
partnership has helped to provide us with the resources needed to continually 
hone and improve the quality of our programs to better meet our clients 
changing needs.

WSCC is honored to recognize the Nord Family Foundation as a most valued 
supporter and partner in reducing the impact of poverty and enhancing the 
quality of life of those most in need in Cuyahoga County.

  www.wsccenter.org 
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Your	Neighbors	Are	In	Need
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WSCC	expresses	gratitude	
for	the	donations	made	in	
honor/memory	of	the	
following	individuals:

In	Honor:
Fr. Thomas Fanta – 
 25th Anniversary of Ordination
Michael Gallagher – 
 60th Birthday
Richard Negrelli– 
 90th Birthday
Sylvia Rogalski – 
 80th Birthday
Fr. Dan Schlegel – 
 25th Anniversary of Ordination
Mary Stamper– 
 60th Birthday

In	Memoriam:
Dennis Andrae
June Butler
Judy Clough
Gerard Cohan
Eileen Hennessy
Fr. Paul Hritz
Maureen Kermode

Marilyn Maher
Marie Matejka
Joan McGinnis
Robert Perovick
Charles Rini
Jean Schriner
Annise Suttle

Donor	Gratitude 

They	are	in	our	care,	and	you	can	Help!

But we can be the shining light 
that soothes and comforts all those 
touched by the gray clouds of hard 
times.  

We can be the Santa that gives each 
child in our Shelter the toys, candy 

Please consider a year-end contribution 
to the West Side Catholic Center.  
Contributions can also be made in 
honor of someone as a Christmas or 
New Year gift.  

Thank you for making 2013 
a fulfilling year.  

With the days getting wet, windy 
and cold, we are seeing an increased 
demand for our services. 

WSCC provides emergency shelter, 
transitional housing and over 
60,000 meals annually for persons 
experiencing homelessness or at 
risk of becoming homeless. This 
includes people experiencing a 
personal crisis, persons re-entering 
the community, or people who 
need a hot meal, shower, toiletries, 
clothes, and a warm bed. 

WSCC	 can’t	 make	 poverty	 go	
away.	 

WSCC	 can’t	 even	 make	 it	 take	
time	off	at	Christmas.

and merriment that poverty denies. 

We can defy the Grinch of need and 
destitution this holiday season with 
the gifts of Thanksgiving turkeys and 
Christmas dinners for those who are 
hungry; hats, scarves, coats and boots 
for those who are cold; and shelter 
and housing for women, children and 
families who are homeless.  

With your help, perhaps we can put 
poverty on holiday – even if only for 
a day.  



It	is	our	Mission	:	

West	 Side	 Catholic	 Center	 is	
grounded	 in	 faith,	 hope,	 love	
and	 respect	 for	 those	we	 serve,	
we	assist	all	who	come	in	need	of	
food,	 clothing,	 shelter,	advocacy	
and	a	path	to	self-sufficiency.

3135 Lorain Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
Phone:  216.631.4741
Fax:  216.631.2379
www.wsccenter.org
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U.S. Postage
P	A	I	D

Cleveland, OH
Permit No. 4374

“I now live in a safe home for myself and my children.  I 
know that things are getting better each day.” 
 

- Zacchaeus Housing Solutions Program client


